
OCEANA POWER BOAT CLUB

Well, summer has arrived. And with this arrival, comes a renewed enthusiasm and increase 
in boating activity. It seems like myself, everybody is trying to get boat motors serviced, CoF’s 
renewed (and with that, buying new fire extinguishers, flares etc) or trailers serviced before 
heading off with boat on holiday. At least for me, it is all three. Time has almost run out, and 
all I have done so far is my CoF. I had spent a few days before running around trying to find 
the best prices.  I eventually went to Lalizas Marine in Paarden Eiland. They seem to be pretty 
efficient, but not sure about prices.

The bottom line is, if any club member offers these services or related marine/trailer services,  
then they need to let me know and we can advertise this on the website. Or if you have any 
other connection and they are prepared to offer club members a discount, that’s just as 
good. We will create a page on the website for ‘Member Discounts’.

On the subject of websites, the new site is up and running. The general idea is to try and 
‘uplift’ the image or the brand that is OPBC. In that way we can increase the awareness of 
the club, and hopefully more non-members will join. The more members, the more income 
and ultimately, improved services and standards. 

We all know that the replacement of the jetty was extremely expensive. So in my opinion, it 
is important that non-members do not use the slipway and jetty if they have not paid slipway 
fees.  It is up to members (remember our fees paid for the jetty) to let non-members know 
when Harry or gate-keeper are not there, that they need to go to Ridwa and pay before 
launching. Its seems to be a free for all during the weekdays.

It has been a busy start to the season for the club. In the following pages we look at some 
of these events as well as our general comments.

Please feel free to email any comments to the relevant committee member or directly to 
Ridwa or myself.

If you are travelling by car, towing and boating this holiday season, please do it safely.

Cheers and all the best for the new year.

Glenn
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COMMODORE’S REPORT
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We had our Opening cruise on Sunday 20 November. I am sure that all those members who 
joined us will agree that it was really a great event . Even the weather played it’s part and 
the strong winds of that week subsided. Our being able to enter the V+A was also a privilege 
for those who took part in the sail past. This is the 1 time in the year that jet ski's are allowed 
into the harbour.

We used the opening cruise to also cut the ribbon to officially open our new jetty. I am sure 
that you all join me in saying a huge thank you to our vice – commodore Arnold Swart and 
Harry who were at the club each morning at 6am for a month for the divers and the jetty 
construction people

Please may we ask all users to obey the club rule in that jet ski's use the port side and boaters 
the starboard side of the jetty and to all to be respectful of other members and not to tie up 
for too long

Due to the water restrictions imposed by the City Council, we are no longer allowed to wash 
boats and may only flush motors after being at sea. This is a pity but we have to abide by 
the regulations to avoid receiving a fine. Even our lawn is taking strain due to not being 
allowed to be watered.

Please ensure that you have all the necessary documentation with you when you come to 
the club to launch your vessel as this will avoid any frustration in not being allowed to launch 
without these.

Our kitchen continues to produce great food at reasonable prices. Please support our  
kitchen.

As summer is just around the corner, I am sure that we will see lots more activity at our club 
over the festive season.

I wish you all a safe boating season.

Yours in boating

Colin Wolfsohn

COLIN WOLFSOHN
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IN GENERAL...

Website

As mentioned earlier, the new website is 
up and running. However, it relies on 
members to keep it updated with 
relevant posts and information.

Please feel free to email me any 
information or pics you want on the site.

We will try and keep a fishing forum going 
with catches of the day (unfortunately 
fishing has not been great the last few 
months) so please let us know if you have 
caught, where you caught and a pic of 
the fish.

This can be emailed to Ridwa or myself 
on glenn@compugrafix.co.za

Facebook

The Facebook page is now being kept 
updated with relevant information and 
upcoming events. Once again, it is up to 
members to email me any relevant 
information they want posted on 
Facebook.

The closed group Facebook page is still 
open for members comments.  It is also a 
great forum to buy and sell but please 
lets  use it responsibly. 

Take-away food

Once again, no takeaway food or 
outside alcohol is to be brought onto the 
premises.

The Jetty

After a lot of stressful months and nail 
biting moments, the new jetty is firmly in 
place.  Further on in the newsletter we 
thank all those responsible for their hard 
work.

Please note -  jet skis use the port side and 
boaters the starboard side. In order to be 
fair to all boaters, the committee decided 
that no boats are to be moored without 
skippers or crew for periods longer than 
+-10 minutes. We need to be mindful that 
other boaters also want to drop and 
collect crew etc. So please, no such thing 
as mooring your boat and going up for 
lunch or a few beers.

The Kitchen

The kitchen/bar seems to have its fair 
share of comments especially when 
things don’t always go the way they are 
suppose to... But there is a lot of focus and 
attention being paid recently to ensure 
the improvement of services and to 
produce really great food. Personally, I 
think it is starting to show.

The new chef in the kitchen in Veronica 
Davids. We wish her all the best.

We have taken photographs of some of 
the more popular dishes - they can be 
found on the website.

Kitchen hours:
Monday to Thursday 10am to 18h00
Friday : 10am to 21h00
Saturday & Sunday 10am to 18h00
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IN GENERAL (cont)...
      
WhatsApp

The WhatsApp group is as active as ever. 
When members complain or criticize a 
particular issue, please remember to keep 
it to the point. These comments are noted 
and at worst, an apology is offered. At 
best, we learn from those mistakes. But 
no personal criticism of a member or staff 
will be tolerated.

The Harbour

Please remember the harbour is a 
no-wake zone. (and I am more appealing 
to the jet skis here). There are also some 
skippers who like to open their throttles 
when their boat is being retrieved from 
the slipway. We realise that heavier boats 
sometimes need a little help to ‘push’ the 
towing vehicle up the slipway. 
Unfortunately, this loosens the rock 
underneath the bottom of the slipway 
and can cause the slip to crack or 
eventually to break up. And this is why it 
is a no-wake zone. So if this is not 
necessary, rather not do it.

 

No wake zone

A ‘NO WAKE’ buoy will be anchored just 
outside of the OPBC harbour. It will be 
located approximately 30 meters out and 
be in direct line of sight from the 
clubhouse.

Being orange in colour it will be easy to 
see and will have no impact on any 

COMING SOON

steerage to and fro from the harbour 
exit/entrance.

This means that any vessel that is not at 
WAKE speed on the landward side of the 
buoy will be in transgression of a ruling 
taken at the last committee meeting. All 
skippers must please take note of this club 
gazette. 

It is very important that we take note and 
recognise other vessels whether they are 
kayakers or  skiboats. Also remember pass 
port to port.

Illegal parking

After some recent member complaints 
regarding parking - or lack of it, it has 
been decided to erect new signage on 
the gate and inside the parking area.

The problem is twofold, our neighbours 
who not only block the gate at night but 
also use our parking area over the 
weekends, and non-members who 
launch and park in the car park.

First of all, the gate cannot be blocked 
at any time due to the fact that is is a 
public slipway used by emergency 
vehicles, the NSRI and law enforcement.

All illegally parked vehicles, that is, all 
vehicles not displaying the latest OPBC 
sticker and vehicles blocking the entrance 
will be clamped with a release fee of 
R1500.00.

The club does own a clamp and maybe 
it is time it was used.
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Welcome back!

The Oceana Power Boat Club would like 
to officially welcome back the jetty to our 
club where she is expected to serve a 
minimum of 25 healthy years. However, 
this came with a lot of stress and 
concerned moments during the 
positioning and securing of the jetty in the 
harbour.

The OPBC and its members would 
formally like to thank:

Breakwater Diving Services, for their 
speciality underwater engineering skills 
that played a vital role in ensuring the 
harbour was ready to accommodate the 
new jetty - www.breakwaterdiving.co.za 
/ 021 856 2225

Conveying Dynamics Engineering, for 
their excellent services in overhauling and 
galvanising the base and jetty.                       
- www.conveying-dynamics.co.za / 021 
448 5381

Technocrane for their efficient services in 
transporting the jetty and lifting her into 
position.

And to OPBCs committee members and 
staff who played a vital role to ensure the 
smooth running of the operation.

Please view the website for more images 
of the jetty being positioned into place.

 

A THANK YOU



AN OCEANA POWERBOAT CLUB NEWSLETTER  |  SUMMER 2016

6

OPBC 2016 Opening Cruise

Great weather, great turnout and what 
a fantastic day it was!

The days full agenda consisted of raising 
of the flag, opening cruise, opening of 
the jetty, prize giving and lunch.

The opening cruise had less boats and jet 
ski’s than previous years, but none the less 
was a great honour to cruise through the 
waterfront with Colin and Arnold taking 
the salute of passing boats. And while the 
canon may have looked small, it certainly 
let off an incredible boom. No wonder 
Colin had his fingers in his ears.

The official ribbon cutting for the opening 
of the jetty was performed by LeighAnne 

OPENING EVENT
from Radio Holland who also happens to 
be our events coordinator, Colin and 
Arnold. 

Our two guest speakers were Shayne 
Ramsay, Councillor for Sea Point and 
Steven Bentley from Portnet. Awards went 
to Arnold Swart - Service award, Bruce 
Bakker - Fishing award, Team Avella - 
Water ski Award and Bianca Beavitt - 
Sportsperson of the year award.

Appreciation Awards also went to Dudley 
Hardman, Radio Holland, Glen Chiles, 
Peter Bashford and Harry Muller.

A special thanks to Ridwa and LeighAnne 
for all the hard work in decorating the hall 
and the braai masters for braaing all the 
meat.
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OPENING EVENT OF THE SEASON
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2016 Capestorm Oceana Surfski 
Challenge: Race Report

David Black

The first event on the OPBC calendar was 
the second running of the Capestorm 
Oceana Surfski Challenge. Building on last 
year's event, we put in a lot of hard work 
that definitely paid off. A line of fantastic 
sponsors pulled through in fine form - 
Capestorm as headline sponsor, with 
Crossing Gear, Sea Land Gear, BALLO 
Sunglases, Holdfast and Revo Kayaks 
sponsoring additional podium and 
lucky-draw prizes. The paddlers (sufski and 
SUP) provided a mountain of support with 
over a 100 paddlers on the water! Even 
the conditions transpired to dish up a 
superb race. 

With a brisk south-westerly, the conditions 
were perfect for a tough grind out to 

OTHER EVENTS
Clifton 4th: enough of a graft to 
appreciate the bumps on the trip home. 
A small swell pushed through onto Clifton 
4th, but always enough to serve up a bit 
of carnage and entertainment. 

The long course ran from Oceana to 
Clifton 4th (turning flag on the beach), 
around Fisherman's Rock, around Barker's 
Rock, and back to Oceana. Kenny Rice 
took the top of the podium with the 
cooking time of 1hr12 over the long 
course of 16km, followed by Kyle 
Friedenstein and Ian Black. The van Riet 
brothers snapped up first place in the 
doubles, followed by Rob Hart & Garth 
Watters, and Andrew Gillespie and Pete 
Jones. 

Bianca Beavitt took top spot in the ladies, 
followed by Melanie van Niekerk and 
Kirsten Flanagan.
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The short course ran from Oceana to 
Three Anchor Bay (around a turning flag 
on the beach) and back to Oceana. 
Both SUPs (a new and welcome addition 
to this event) and surfski's competed over 
the short course distance of 6km. The ski 
podium comprised Antony Gabe; H 
Wailiz; and Michael MacLachlin. 13 SUP 
paddlers pulled in; Tom taking top spot, 
followed by Gary van Rooyen and Rory 
Smyth. 

Prize giving, as usual, was no ordinary 
affair. Standard lucky-draws were 
interspersed with prizes that required a bit 
more effort: classic dance-off for a pair 
of BALLO shades (Jamie Jacobson took 
the claim over Gary Kroukamp with a 
spectacular rendition of Napoleon 
Dynamite's routine); belly-flop comp 
(claimed by Anton Holtzhausen) and 20m 
breastroke sprint-off (dubiously claimed 
by Clyde 'Skinny Cappuccino' Arendse) 
for some lekker Sea Land Gear bags.  

Once again, a huge thank you to all the 
sponsors and paddlers for supporting this 

event - fantastic to see the hard work pay 
off!! Onwards and upwards for 2017! 

A big thanks also needs to go to Oceana 
Powerboat Club for providing the event 
facilities, assisting with the organisation, 
and selling much-appreciated boerewors 
rolls at the race finish. 

Full race results can be found at 
www.oceanasurfski.co.za/results 
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2016 Annual Children’s Day

LeighAnne Brits

The annual Children’s Day - proudly 
hosted by Oceana Power Boat Club - 
took place at the club on Saturday, 3 
December. 25 Underprivileged special 
needs children from Connors Haven & 
Resource Centre, along with their 
mothers, joined us for a day of swimming, 
boerie rolls, jumping castle fun, an 
adventurous boat ride in the bay and 
petting zoo, ending off with each child 
receiving a Christmas gift generously 
donated by a group of ladies from 
Standard Bank.

A huge thank you to everyone who 
made this day possible:

Lee from Connor’s Haven & Resource 
Centre for allowing us to host you, your 
children and their moms for the day!

Ryan Blanchard from Conquest Charters 
Marine & Tourism for generously sacrificing 
your time and fuel to take the kids on 
boat rides.

Fareed from Party Pro for entertaining the 
kids with your petting zoo – your staff were 
super friendly and great to work with.

Natasha Warrington for sponsoring the 
jumping castle for the day.

Mogamat Tapey Benjamin from Eyona 
Tours for transporting our visitors to and 
and from the club.

Rochelle Wyld and her team from 
Standard Bank for their generous 
sponsorship of gifts for the children, as well 
as sacrificing your time to assist us for the 
day.

OPBC committee member (fishing) Grant 
Crighton from Radio Holland for the 
donation of the cupcakes, chips, juice 
and yoghurt.

OPBC Commodore, Colin Wolfsohn for 
sponsoring the ice-cream.

Last, but not least, a MASSIVE thank you 
and well done to Ridwa and her team for 
all their hard work and preparations – this 
event would not have been the success 
that it was without you.
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NSRI STATION 3 - TABLE BAY RESCUES
In every newsletter we will publish rescues by Station 3 - Table Bay that 
occur within the Table Bay area.

In the event of an emergency at sea, dial 112 or 021 449 3500 for the 
Port Control Emergency line.

At 16h34, Saturday, 03 December, NSRI Table Bay duty crew were 
activated following reports of the local yacht Apricot in difficulties 
off-shore of the Table Bay Port breakwater.

Howard Godfrey, NSRI Honorary Life Governor, and his son Jeremy, an 
NSRI Bakoven crew member, out to sea on their 8.8 meter rigid inflatable 
boat Gemini One with two guests, at 15h30, had witnessed the yacht 
Apricot, with two crew onboard, experiencing difficulties with a blown 
out spinnaker and in some trouble after they had drifted towards the 
breakwater off Granger Bay and their yacht had appeared to have 
suffered a broken rudder and displaying a loose flying spinnake in the 
25 knot Westerly wind.

Howard offered assistance and Jeremy was 
put aboard the casualty boat to help and 
Howard rafted his craft Gemini One 
alongside Yacht Apricot and commenced 
to take casualty Yacht, breasted up 
alongside Gemini One, towards the Victoria 
Basin whilst the NSRI Table Bay duty crew 
were responding.

NSRI Table Bay sea rescue craft Spirit of 
Vodacom and Spirit of Day were launched, 
said Ian Gross, NSRI Table Bay duty 
coxswain.

On arrival on the scene, in the vicinity of the 
Robben Island Ferry moorings we took over 
assistance of the casualty boat from 
Howard on Gemini One and we towed the 
casualty yacht without incident to a safe 
mooring at Royal Cape Yacht Club and no 
further assistance was required.

The crew of Gemini One are commended 
for their assistance.


