
Welcome to our 2019 Winter Newsletter.  Following great winter rains, I am sure 
we can go into summer feeling a lot more positive regarding water restrictions 
than we did last year this time.

Our Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday 21  August 2019 . The AGM 
was well attended and we thank all our members who took the time to be there. 
It certainly was one of the more positive AGM’s compared to (probably) the last 10 
years. Dieter commented that we are in the best financial position since he joined 
as Treasurer seven years ago. 

If you were not at the AGM, please take time out to read the notices on page 4.

Over the last couple of committee meetings, we have been reflecting on some of 
the issues that have affected the running and management of the club. And 
certainly one of the big issues of Annatjie leaving was the pressure placed on her 
from members, staff and the committee. 

The night of the AGM was Annatjie’s last night and we wish her well into the future. 
Give that woman a Bells. We all owe her a huge thanks.

However, back to member issues affecting the club. With this in mind, we have 
amended some of our by-laws. Every member needs to realise we have lots of 
members and limited space. We all need to be considerate to our fellow members, 
club management and the committee. Management will be strict on this.

Our featured article, titled Pharmaceuticals and industrial chemicals found in 
fish caught off Cape Town’s coast - is a rather disturbing read. 

In a similar article published by GroundUp, Steve Kretzmann  
writes:  “Scientists have found a cocktail of 15 pharmacological 
compounds in limpets, mussels, sea urchins, starfish, sea snails, and 
seaweed collected from rockpools in Granger Bay. These are just 
the compounds they tested for – there are hundreds more – and 
can only have entered seawater via faecal contamination from the 
marine outfalls.” Scary stuff.

Thank you.

Glenn
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BY THE WAY...

Cape Town �ushes 
37million litres of 

raw sewage into the 
sea every day 

through the City’s 
marine outfalls at 

Greenpoint, Camps 
Bay, and Hout Bay.
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“This past year we continued to make improvements to the club. The swimming 
pool has been repaired and painted. The landing jetty has been removed for repair. 
The main jetty with its new foundations has again survived the winter storms. The 
slipway has been repaired and this will continue shortly. This year we will be looking 
at replacing the containers which store the surfkis.

I am pleased at the number of new members joining the club each month. Their 
enthusiasm for the club is really welcomed.

I have been involved with meetings both with the V+A as well as our neighbours, 
The Waterclub, regarding the rezoning applied for by the V+A. The positive 
relationship with our landlord, the V&A, has continued and we have been assured 
that we will be incorporated into their development.

The committee had some additional challenges this year having to dismiss our 
barmen and to hire replacements. In addition, we had to install a new Point of Sale 
system which is now working properly.

The kitchen is open on Friday evenings till 9pm and till 7pm for the rest of the 
week. We have only received praise for the quality of the food. We would love to 
grow the support to the extent that the club is open every night for dinner.

The annual children’s day was very successful, thanks to the Stannic ladies and 
Annatjie. The Opening Day was also extremely well organized, thanks to Arnold 
and his wife Annelie who assisted Annatjie.

The committee is still working on a solution to the noise levels so that we can again 
host live music Sunday afternoons which were well supported and brought in 
much needed fund to the club. 

This year’s Annual Clifton Challenge Waterski race day was a great success. However, 
due to the very low number of competitors, the actual Clifton Challenge has been 
postponed to later this year if there are enough competitors.

Our Surfskis continue to operate well from our Club and make use of the club for 
their Thursday evening dices. We continue to host our sailing academy yachts.

The club continues to be a popular filming venue which brings in much needed 
revenue.

COLIN WOLFSOHN
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This past year we had no safety issues.  Our staff stick to the rule” No seaworthy 
certificate and skippers ticket, no launch”.

We have to insist that ALL craft launching from our slipway use the sign out book 
in terms of current legislation.

A special thank you to Arnold Swart who performed the maintenance function.

Please can I ask everyone to ensure that we have each person’s correct e-mail 
address and cell phone numbers. So many e-mails sent to members are returned.

I wish to say a special thanks to the club’s staff who have ensured that the club is 
operated smoothly. We will definitely miss Annatjie whose last day is today and 
wish her well with her new endeavours.

We welcome our new manager Kevin Leslie who started yesterday. Please give 
him your full co-operation.

Our club is still in a strong financial position. Dieter will present his full treasurer’s 
report shortly.

I wish to thank my committee for all their assistance this past year. All decisions 
are made by your committee.  I must say that this past year the committee worked 
well together. 

I would also like to ask all our members to exercise respect for our fellow members 
and show discipline both at the club as well as on the One-step group.

Only staff are allowed behind the bar and in the kitchen. No smoking is allowed in 
the clubhouse. 

The committee asked me to raise the following point at this AGM: “ It is not what 
the club can do for you but what you can do for the club”

Thank you”
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CLUB NOTICES & NEWS
Our past committee

The past year saw the committee 
once again, working very well 
together. Two new committee 
members were voted onto the 
committee. 

Nominated office bearers

The following people were elected 
to serve on the committee for the 
2019/2020 year:

Commodore: Colin Wolfsohn

Vice-commodore:  Arnold Swart

Rear-commodore (Safety): Dudley 
Hardman

Rear-commodore (maintenance): 
Morris Michael (Moose)

Treasurer: Dieter Schulze

Communications: Glenn Chiles

Jetski’s: Tapey Benjamin

Events: (open) 

Fishing: Donald Ballard

Surf Ski: Clyde Thomas

General Member: Mark Botha 

Compound Representative: Peter 
Bashford

Club Manager: Kevin Lesley

Positive comments regarding 
club revenue

Once again club hire was a great 
income generator.

Launching fees more than doubled 
from last year as did entrance fees.

Kitchen sales remained flat 
throughout the year with a marginal 
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increase from last year. Bar sales on 
the other hand, are still doing 
excellent with a reasonable good 
increase over last year.

As Dieter mentioned, overall, the 
club is financially in a very healthy 
situation. Financials are available on 
request from the club office.

Our new Club Manager

Kevin Lesley is our new manager. He 
has 20 years experience in the 
restaurant and bar trade.

Membership cards

The club has bought a new 
membership card machine. This is a 
huge improvement in the quality of 
our membership cards. These are 
available f rom the office upon 
receipt of 2019/2020 membership 
fees payment.

Membership discounts

You will not receive discounts at the 
bar or restaurant if you do not 
present your membership card. We 
have had too many problems during 
the year regarding this, so please, 
when at the bar, pull out your 
membership card. If you are 
entertaining guests, you will need to 
go to the bar yourself.

Please note membership discounts 
are determined by the treasurer and 
approved by the  committee. 
Discounts have been kept as close 
to 15% as possible. (More or less, to 
the nearest Rand.)
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Membership renewal

If you have not yet done so, please 
email your ID photo in JPEG format 
and include your OPBC number, 
name and surname.

2019 parking discs are NO LONGER 
valid. Please ensure you collect your 
new one from the office.

Kitchen & Bar

The kitchen and bar menu have 
been redone and printed. If you are 
unsure of bar prices please ask for 
the bar menu. 

Parking signs

Recently new “parking for vehicle 
and trailer only” signs were erected. 
No vehicle may park in a demarcated 
trailer parking. 

As was discussed at the AGM, please 
do not park your trailer over two 
lanes. Believe it or not, this happens. 
Be considerate of other trailers.

The jetty

Also raised at the AGM, is the issue 
of the jetty or should it be, the issue 
of members abusing the rights of 
the jetty. As one member pointed 
out, we have lots of boats and one 
side of a jetty only. The committee is 
at the moment looking at 
alternatives to this problem.

Please read the updated by-laws 
regarding the use of the jetty.

New point of sale system

Our new POS system is up and 

running and working correctly. The 
committee has apologised for the 
problems associated with the 
roll-over from the old POS to the 
new one.

At the AGM, Evan raised the point 
that nothing has been said about 
members who were disadvantaged 
during the roll over. If any member 
feels that they were ‘short changed’, 
please let us know so we can come 
to a compromise.

Private camera

Besides our security cameras , a few 
members installed a ‘private’ camera 
system to test the interest amongst 
members. OPBC is now in charge of 
this system and if any member 
would like to have access, there is an 
up-front joining cost of R500.

Disputes and complaints

This was discussed in detail at the 
AGM, but for those who were not 
there, please read the below.

In order to streamline this process, 
complaints by members must be 
emailed directly to the club 
manager. Please do not email 
directly to a committee member. We 
are receiving far too many member 
emails and they are not been dealt 
with correctly.

Once the club manager has received 
a complaint it will be either:
-  dealt with by club management;
 next committee meeting.
-  reported immediately to the            
 committee for immediate action;

CLUB NOTICES & NEWS (cont)



AN OCEANA POWERBOAT CLUB NEWSLETTER  |  WINTER 2019

6

-  or, if not requiring urgent   
 attention, will be dealt with at the 
next committee meeting.
If a complaint needs to be dealt with 
immediately, this could either be 
done by club management or a 
committee member will be assigned 
to deal with the matter.

If a member feels that the complaint 
or dispute is not dealt with 
adequately, they may request 
permission to address the executive 
committee directly. 

At the AGM, Mike Raphael offered his 
services as a independent arbitrator.  
Members can email Mike at 
mike@raph.co.za only if they feel 
their dispute or complaint is not 
addressed adequately. 

Marine Protected Area - Robben 
Island

As Donald mentioned at the AGM, 
this is not a difficult one to 
understand, and according to one 
member, is not really going to have 
a negative impact on our fishing.

However, they are enforcing the MPA 
and you will be fined if found in that 
area with fishing tackle. Please find 
more information regarding this on 
page 10.

EVENTS
Music Sundays

As reported earlier this year, our 
music Sundays have been halted 
due to the complaints f rom our 
neighbours. Various possible 
solutions have been discussed, but 
to date, no decision on a way forward 
has been made.

We are however, hopeful that a 
solution will be found before the 
summer starts. The difficulty lies in 
some sort of structure that will 
contain the sound. We are on our last 
warning with the city council so 
whatever we do, we need to do it 
correctly.

Clifton Challenge

As we all know by now, the Clifton 
Challenge in March was postponed 
due to only 3 entries received.

However, the Clifton Challenge day 
was very successful thanks to Arnold 
for arranging the pencil duck racing, 
and for Tapey for organising the 
Jet-ski’s.  

The delayed 2019 Clifton Challenge 
is now scheduled to take place early 
November.  Kindly inform the OPBC 
Manager if you are available to assist 
in organising, as well as if you are 
interested in taking part.  The cut-off 
date for entries will be 31 August 
2019. If no entries are received, it 
could well be the end of what has 
been a long-time tradition on the 
OPBC calendar.

CLUB NOTICES & NEWS (cont)
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LOWER BREEDE RIVER CONSERVANCY TRUST
The LBRCT publish a monthly online newsletter titled RiverWise 
and a quarterly titled Breede Monitor. If you have ever fished the 
Breede River Estuary, (certainly one of the few really pristine 
estuaries left in the country) you will want to stay in contact. Click 
here for the latest newsletter or here to become a member.

GENERAL NEWS

VHF AND VHF/DSC RADIO ON BOARD SMALL VESSELS - James Denton

There are numerous arguments about VHF (Telephony/Voice Radios) and VHF/DSC 
(Digital Selective Calling and Telephony/Voice Radios) on board Small vessels. The 
National Small Vessel Safety Regulations (NSVSR) of 2007 is clear under Regulation 
7, Safety appliances and equipment that, 

(1) The owner and skipper of any vessel must ensure that – 

 (a) Items of safety appliances and equipment are provided and maintained on  
  board the vessel in accordance with the requirements of Annexure 2.

Any owner and/or the skipper of any vessel must comply with the regulations 
stipulated in the NSVSR of 2007, to obtain a Certificate of Fitness (COF), or a Local 
General Safety Certificate (LGSC). 

29 Mhz Radios

“As per the requirements laid out in Marine Notice 6/2015, all vessels that are 
required to carry radios under the safety requirements of the regulations are to 
be equipped with a VHF marine radio by their first annual safety survey after 
01/01/2016”. “For clarity vessels may continue to carry 29 Mhz radios as voluntary fit 
equipment for inter ship, communications with clubs, licensed launch sites etc”. 

Digital Selective Calling (DSC)

“SAMSA with a view to introducing DSC carriage to coincide with the 
implementation of sea area A1 and the eventual switch off of the aural watch 
keeping of VHF Channel 16 by the relevant authority”. “SAMSA will inform the 
boating public and other concerned parties of the phase in period for the 
implementation of these requirements”.

 
 

The Breede River is about 257 km long and has a catchment area of about 
12 625km². Runoff from the catchment is highly seasonal with high flows 
and floods in winter and low flows in summer. With the creation of all the 
dams in the catchment, the mean annual runoff has been reduced by 
approximately 42 percent from the reference conditions to present state.

https://breede-river.org/2019/07/riverwise-june-2019-p/
https://breede-river.org/
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Marine Radio Operator Certification. [Restricted Radio Telephony (old RT)]
“The RT certificate remains valid for the purpose for which it was issued i.e. the 
operation of a voice activated marine VHF radio only and is acceptable for use on 
vessels equipped with marine VHF radios that have not been DSC enabled”. 

“The SRC is required by operators that are operating DSC enabled marine VHF 
radios”. 

“Those holding the RT certificate are encouraged to do the conversion course to 
the SRC at their earliest convenience in order to be ready once the aural watch 
keeping on VHF channel 16 is terminated”. 

“Those who are fitting a VHF marine radio for the first time will be required to 
attend a course at a SAMSA accredited training facility for the issue of the SRC as 
the RT certificates are no longer offered”.

Licensing

  All marine radio equipment has to be licensed by ICASA. Before a   
  VHF marine radio may be purchased and/or used a ship station   
  radio license is to be obtained from ICASA. 

“Holders of the SRC certificate will be issued an MMSI number, (nine-digit number 
beginning with 601 which indicates a South African vessel), together with the 
license”.

“The MMSI number has to be programmed into the VHF DSC capable radio to 
enable and use the DSC functions built into the radio”.

“Those who are in possession of the RT certificate will receive their ship station 
license on applying but will not be issued the MMSI number, therefore the DSC 
functions on these radios cannot be enabled”.

“However, whilst the relevant authority continues to maintain an aural watch on 
VHF Channel 16 the voice only radio carriage satisfies the safety requirements 
of the regulations”.

SUMMARY

“All vessels governed by the Regulations are required to”:

• “Be equipped with a VHF marine (DSC enabled /or/ voice only) radio by the  
  first safety survey after 01/01/2016”.

• “Radio Operators to be in possession of a SRC for DSC enabled VHF radios   
 /or/ a RT certificate for voice only operated VHF radios”.

• “The radio equipment is to be licensed by ICASA”.  
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In summary, for VHF Radio and VHF/DSC Radio on board a small vessel, a ICASA 
license must be obtained by the owner or the skipper of that small vessel. 
Legislation dictates that, no person may possess any radio apparatus unless he/she 
is in possession of a radio frequency spectrum license. The NSVSR of 2007, also 
dictates that a VHF Radio must form part of the safety equipment, as part of the 
safety requirements of the small vessel. The individual who is operating the radio 
apparatus on board the vessel, must be in possession of an Operator's Certificate 
(Maritime). This can be either the old RT, or the new SRC operators certificate. 

SAMSA clearly indicates that the old RT certificate remains valid for the purpose 
for which it was issued i.e. for the operation of a voice activated marine VHF radio 
only, and is acceptable for use on vessels equipped with marine VHF radios that 
have not been DSC enabled. Those who are in possession of the old RT certificate 
will receive the ship station license on application but will not be issued the MMSI 
number, therefore the DSC functions on these radios cannot be enabled.

The new SRC is required by operators that are operating DSC enabled marine VHF 
radios. Those who are fitting a VHF marine radio for the first time will be required 
to attend a course at a SAMSA accredited training facility for the issue of the SRC 
as the old RT certificates are no longer offered. Holders of the new SRC certificate 
will be issued an MMSI number, (nine-digit number beginning with 601 which 
indicates a South African vessel), together with the license.

Any enquiries, or clarifications with regard to VHF Short Range Courses, Skipper 
Tickets (Certificates of Competencies for vessels <9 meters under 25 Tons), Small 
Vessel Inspections (COF and LGSC for vessels <9 meters under 25 Tons), as well as 
Small Vessel Buoyancy Calculations can be directed to:

James Denton
Cell: +2783 320 6836
WhatsApp: +2783 320 6836
Email: pezulu.skipperlicense@gmail.com
Website: www.pezulucruises.co.za
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WHAT THE ROBBEN ISLAND MPA MEANS FOR US

The Robben Island Marine Protected Area (MPA) is one of three new MPAs within 
South African National Parks (SANParks) which were gazetted by the Department 
of Environmental Affairs (DEA) on 23 May 2019.

On page 15 of the newsletter we have an article by Alison Kock of The Conversation 
on what this means for South Africa and Robben Island, but as recreational fishing 
members, what does this mean for us?

On the 1st August, this was posted by  SANParks:

The Robben Island Marine Protected Area came into effect today. Please ensure 
that you are aware of all the regulations pertaining to the Robben Island Marine 
Protected Area and that you are in possession of the relevant permits. Enquires: 021 
783 0234

A summary of activities 
regulated in the MPA:
The Robben Island MPA consists of 
four distinct zones – a Restricted Zone 
and three controlled zones - Offshore 
Controlled Zone, a Middle Controlled 
Zone and an Inner Controlled Zone 

Robben Island Restricted Zone 
(RIRZ)
No fishing from vessel or shore

No diving, snorkelling or prohibited 
gear

All fishing gear stowed

Minimum vessel speed 5 knots

Robben Island Offshore 
Controlled Zone (RIOCZ)
Fishing with permit for small pelagic, 
by line fishing for yellowtail and snoek 
only (MLRA)

All other fishing gear to be stowed

Diving with permit (SANParks)

Robben Island Middle Controlled 
Zone (RIMCZ)
Fishing with permit by line fishing for 
yellowtail and snoek only (MLRA)

All other fishing gear to be stowed

Diving with permit (SANParks)

Robben Island Inner Controlled 
Zone (RIICZ)
Fishing with permit, between sunrise 
and sunset for abalone and by line 
fishing for yellowtail, snoek and 
hottentot only (MLRA)

All other fishing gear to be stowed

Diving with permit (SANParks)

Please see map on next page for 
co-ordinates.
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Point Latitude Longitude 
Robben Island MPA 

A 33º 45' 00.0000''S 18º 00' 00.0000''E 
B 33º 45' 00.0000''S 18º 24' 02.1600''E 
C 33º 53' 60.0000''S 18º 24' 02.1600''E 
D 33º 53' 60.0000''S 18º 00' 00.0000''E 

Robben Island Restricted Zone (RIRZ) 
N 33º 47' 35.0016''S 18º 21' 45.7200''E 
G 33º 47' 35.0016''S 18º 16' 18.1200''E 
P 33º 51' 47.9988''S 18º 16' 18.1200''E 
O 33º 51' 47.9988''S 18º 21' 47.8800''E 
M 33º 48' 54.9072''S 18º 21' 47.8800''E 

Robben Island Offshore Control Zone (RIOCZ) 
A 33º 45' 00.0000''S 18º 00' 00.0000''E 
E 33º 45' 00.0000''S 18º 15' 00.0000''E 
F 33º 53' 60.0000''S 18º 15' 00.0000''E 
D 33º 53' 60.0000''S 18º 00' 00.0000''E 

Robben Island Middle Control Zone (RIMCZ) 
E 33º 45' 00.0000''S 18º 15' 00.0000''E 
B 33º 45' 00.0000''S 18º 24' 02.1600''E 
J 33º 46' 22.8000''S 18º 24' 02.1600''E 
I 33º 46' 22.8000''S 18º 20' 34.8000''E 
H 33º 47' 35.0016''S 18º 20' 34.8000''E 
G 33º 47' 35.0016''S 18º 16' 18.1200''E 
P 33º 51' 47.9988''S 18º 16' 18.1200''E 
O 33º 51' 47.9988''S 18º 21' 47.8800''E 
L 33º 50' 13.2000''S 18º 21' 47.8800''E 
K 33º 50' 13.2000''S 18º 24' 02.1600''E 
C 33º 53' 60.0000''S 18º 24' 02.1600''E 
F 33º 53' 60.0000''S 18º 15' 00.0000''E 

Robben Island Middle Inner Zone (RIICZ) 
N 33º 47' 35.0016''S 18º 21' 45.7200''E 
H 33º 47' 35.0016''S 18º 20' 34.8000''E 
I 33º 46' 22.8000''S 18º 20' 34.8000''E 
J 33º 46' 22.8000''S 18º 24' 02.1600''E 
K 33º 50' 13.2000''S 18º 24' 02.1600''E 
L 33º 50' 13.2000''S 18º 21' 47.8800''E 
M 33º 48' 54.9072''S 18º 21' 47.8800''E 
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The ocean around Cape Town is so 
polluted that pharmaceutical and 
industrial chemical compounds are 
accumulating in the flesh of fish 
caught off the coast.

Scientists from the University of the 
Western Cape’s chemistry 
department have found that fish 
caught by small scale commercial 

fishers in Kalk Bay are contaminated 
by antibiotics, pain killers, 
antiretrovirals, disinfectants, and 
industrial chemicals.

Species tested include snoek, bonita, 
hottentot (Cape bream), and panga, 
obtained f rom random daily 
commercial catches sold at Kalk Bay 
harbour in late 2017.

FEATURED ARTICLE
PHARMACEUTICALS AND INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS
FOUND IN FISH CAUGHT OFF CAPE TOWN’S COAST

25 June 2019 - By Steve Kretzmann

Pollution on our plate: Kalk Bay fisher Michael Howell holds up a brace of Cape bream. 
A recent scientific study has found these and other fish landed at Kalk Bay contain 
pharmaceutical and industrial chemical compounds in their flesh as a result of ocean 
pollution. Photo: Steve Kretzmann
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In their peer-reviewed paper, Senior 
Professor Leslie Petrik at the 
University of Western Cape’s 
Chemistry Department, and Cecilia 
Y. Ojemaye tested for 15 different 
chemical compounds in the fish 
fillets, gills, liver, and intestines for 
that year.

These include the analgesic/ 
anti-inflammatories Diclofenac and 
Acetaminophen, the antiepileptic 
drug Carbamazepine, the antibiotic 
Sulfamethoxazole, the disinfectant 
Triclosan, as well as various industrial 
chemicals found in pesticides, flame 
retardants, and personal care 
products. These were all present in 
various parts of the fish tested.

“Overall, diclofenac had the highest 
concentration out of all the 
pharmaceutical compounds”, notes 
the report, while the antibiotic 
Sulfamethoxazole was detected in at 
least one part of all the fish species 
(fillet, gills, liver, and intestine).

The industrial chemicals, all “showed 
a high risk, both acute and chronic, 
in the fillet parts of the fish which is 
the part humans consume”, state 
Petrik and Ojemaye.

Each chemical compound has a 
different acute and chronic risk 
associated with it, says Petrik.

The presence of pharmaceutical 
compounds in fish is due to 
untreated or poorly treated sewage 
flowing into our ocean. This is 
because drugs are not wholly 
metabolised in the body.

Storm water is a probable source of 
pesticide and industrial chemical 
pollution. This study, and others to 
which the authors refer, shows that 
these chemical compounds 
accumulate, not only in fish but also 
in our bodies, and in other marine 
organisms.

Sources of pollution
Cape Town pumps about 37 million 
litres of sewage out to sea per day, 
from marine outfalls in Greenpoint, 
Camps Bay, and Hout Bay. 

The only treatment at these pump 
stations – confirmed by City 
authorities - is that the raw sewage 
is pumped through a grid to remove 
solids such as tampons and grit. The 
sewage pumped out at Greenpoint 
includes waste from the Christiaan 
Barnard Memorial Hospital, as well 
as all medical and light industrial 
facilities between Salt River and 
Bantry Bay.

While there are no marine outfalls in 
False Bay, both the Strandfontein 
and Zandvliet waste water treatment 
works discharge into the bay. The 
treated water is supposed to meet 
minimum standards for the 
presence of microbial bacteria such 
as E.coli and Enterococcus, which are 
indicator organisms for the presence 
of other microbes. Historically, 
coastal water quality tests - the 
results of which used to be 
presented along with inland water 
quality data at subcouncil meetings 
twice a year until 2013 – taken near 

these outlets sometimes failed the 
minimum guidelines. This indicates 
these sewage works have not always 
treated the effluent to the necessary 
standards, or that storm water 
containing high levels of sewage is 
running out to sea.

The City has said that no testing or 
treatment for chemical compounds 
such as those indicated in Ojemaye 
and Petrik’s study, is undertaken.

Water channelled from roads and 
gutters into storm water drains, 
which then flow either directly to the 
sea, or into streams and rivers which 
discharge to the ocean, are also 
heavily polluted.

The City’s water and waste services 
department, headed by Mayco 
member Xanthea Limberg, has 
regularly blamed storm water run-off 
following periods of rainfall, rather 
than discharge from marine outfalls 
and sewage treatment works, when 
coastal water quality tests fail 
minimum guidelines.

This is despite the national 
Department of Environmental Affairs 
regulations that storm water 
pollution must be treated at source.

The most recent sewage spill into the 
Zandvlei estuary, which flows into 
False Bay at Muizenberg, was 
reported by Zandvlei nature reserve 
manager Kyran Wright to have 
occurred on May 9, resulting in the 
entire water body being closed for 
recreational purposes on May 15 and 
only reopened on May 31.

A sewage spill into the Sand River 
canal, which flows into Zandvlei, was 
also reported on April 24.

These are but the latest reported 
incidents of sewage pollution into 
the estuary, which is a nursery for 
fish in False Bay.

Little information on water 
quality
It is not clear how often coastal water 
quality at Muizenberg, Fish Hoek, 
Strandfontein and other testing sites 
on the coastlline fail the minimum 
guidelines for the presence of 
indicator organisms such as E.coli 
and Enterococcus, as the City no 
longer makes the results of its tests 
available to the public.

The latest water quality reports 
available are from 2016, in the State 
of the Environment Report 
published by the City in 2018. There 
is no detail in the data, only averages. 
These show that Fish Hoek, 
Muizenberg, Mnandi, Monwabisi, 
and Kalk Bay Harbour beaches, 
among others, failed the minimum 
guidelines for water quality averaged 
over the year.

On the Atlantic side, Three Anchor 
Bay (between Mouille Point and Sea 
Point), Saunders Rocks in Sea Point, 
and The Kom in Kommetjie also 
failed averaged minimum 
guidelines.
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In their peer-reviewed paper, Senior 
Professor Leslie Petrik at the 
University of Western Cape’s 
Chemistry Department, and Cecilia 
Y. Ojemaye tested for 15 different 
chemical compounds in the fish 
fillets, gills, liver, and intestines for 
that year.

These include the analgesic/ 
anti-inflammatories Diclofenac and 
Acetaminophen, the antiepileptic 
drug Carbamazepine, the antibiotic 
Sulfamethoxazole, the disinfectant 
Triclosan, as well as various industrial 
chemicals found in pesticides, flame 
retardants, and personal care 
products. These were all present in 
various parts of the fish tested.

“Overall, diclofenac had the highest 
concentration out of all the 
pharmaceutical compounds”, notes 
the report, while the antibiotic 
Sulfamethoxazole was detected in at 
least one part of all the fish species 
(fillet, gills, liver, and intestine).

The industrial chemicals, all “showed 
a high risk, both acute and chronic, 
in the fillet parts of the fish which is 
the part humans consume”, state 
Petrik and Ojemaye.

Each chemical compound has a 
different acute and chronic risk 
associated with it, says Petrik.

The presence of pharmaceutical 
compounds in fish is due to 
untreated or poorly treated sewage 
flowing into our ocean. This is 
because drugs are not wholly 
metabolised in the body.

Storm water is a probable source of 
pesticide and industrial chemical 
pollution. This study, and others to 
which the authors refer, shows that 
these chemical compounds 
accumulate, not only in fish but also 
in our bodies, and in other marine 
organisms.

Sources of pollution
Cape Town pumps about 37 million 
litres of sewage out to sea per day, 
from marine outfalls in Greenpoint, 
Camps Bay, and Hout Bay. 

The only treatment at these pump 
stations – confirmed by City 
authorities - is that the raw sewage 
is pumped through a grid to remove 
solids such as tampons and grit. The 
sewage pumped out at Greenpoint 
includes waste from the Christiaan 
Barnard Memorial Hospital, as well 
as all medical and light industrial 
facilities between Salt River and 
Bantry Bay.

While there are no marine outfalls in 
False Bay, both the Strandfontein 
and Zandvliet waste water treatment 
works discharge into the bay. The 
treated water is supposed to meet 
minimum standards for the 
presence of microbial bacteria such 
as E.coli and Enterococcus, which are 
indicator organisms for the presence 
of other microbes. Historically, 
coastal water quality tests - the 
results of which used to be 
presented along with inland water 
quality data at subcouncil meetings 
twice a year until 2013 – taken near 

these outlets sometimes failed the 
minimum guidelines. This indicates 
these sewage works have not always 
treated the effluent to the necessary 
standards, or that storm water 
containing high levels of sewage is 
running out to sea.

The City has said that no testing or 
treatment for chemical compounds 
such as those indicated in Ojemaye 
and Petrik’s study, is undertaken.

Water channelled from roads and 
gutters into storm water drains, 
which then flow either directly to the 
sea, or into streams and rivers which 
discharge to the ocean, are also 
heavily polluted.

The City’s water and waste services 
department, headed by Mayco 
member Xanthea Limberg, has 
regularly blamed storm water run-off 
following periods of rainfall, rather 
than discharge from marine outfalls 
and sewage treatment works, when 
coastal water quality tests fail 
minimum guidelines.

This is despite the national 
Department of Environmental Affairs 
regulations that storm water 
pollution must be treated at source.

The most recent sewage spill into the 
Zandvlei estuary, which flows into 
False Bay at Muizenberg, was 
reported by Zandvlei nature reserve 
manager Kyran Wright to have 
occurred on May 9, resulting in the 
entire water body being closed for 
recreational purposes on May 15 and 
only reopened on May 31.

A sewage spill into the Sand River 
canal, which flows into Zandvlei, was 
also reported on April 24.

These are but the latest reported 
incidents of sewage pollution into 
the estuary, which is a nursery for 
fish in False Bay.

Little information on water 
quality
It is not clear how often coastal water 
quality at Muizenberg, Fish Hoek, 
Strandfontein and other testing sites 
on the coastlline fail the minimum 
guidelines for the presence of 
indicator organisms such as E.coli 
and Enterococcus, as the City no 
longer makes the results of its tests 
available to the public.

The latest water quality reports 
available are from 2016, in the State 
of the Environment Report 
published by the City in 2018. There 
is no detail in the data, only averages. 
These show that Fish Hoek, 
Muizenberg, Mnandi, Monwabisi, 
and Kalk Bay Harbour beaches, 
among others, failed the minimum 
guidelines for water quality averaged 
over the year.

On the Atlantic side, Three Anchor 
Bay (between Mouille Point and Sea 
Point), Saunders Rocks in Sea Point, 
and The Kom in Kommetjie also 
failed averaged minimum 
guidelines.
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In an earlier GroundUp article titled:

NASTY CHEMICALS ARE 
ACCUMULATING ON CAPE 
TOWN’S COASTS

12 February 2019 - by Steve 
Kretzmann 

The City of Cape Town takes water 
samples from our beaches every two 
weeks — although the results for the 
last two years have not been released 
— but only tests for bacteria such as 
E.coli and Enterococcus. It does not 
test for these pharmacological 
compounds, as it is not mandated to 
do so by national legislation. But the 
study, initially undertaken to check 
the quality of water for desalination 
purposes, reveals these compounds 
are building up in the shellfish and 
seaweed on our shores. 

Read the full article on GroundUp 
here.

ARE SHARKS BEING ATTACKED 
BY KILLER WHALES OFF CAPE 
TOWN’S COAST?
February 4, 2019  – The Conversation

Authors: Alison Kock and Tamlyn 
Engelbrecht

The appearance of a super 
predator

For a long time broadnose sevengill 
sharks have occupied the apex of the 
food chain alongside the more 
famous great white sharks in False 
Bay. 

However, the structure of the False 
Bay food chain began to change 
significantly in 2015 with the 
appearance of a “new” predator, 
shark-eating killer whales.

Since 2009 there has been a steady 
increase in the frequency of killer 
whale sightings and the number of 
pods in False Bay. Initially the pods 
in the bay were observed feeding 
only on marine mammals, like 
common dolphins and the 
occasional Cape fur seal.

Initially, it was believed that the killer 
whales frequenting False Bay and 
other areas along the coast 
predominantly fed on mammals. So, 
why did killer whales start killing 
sharks?

Read the full article on The 
Conversation here.

https://www.news24.com/Green/News/chemicals-accumulate-on-cape-towns-coasts-20190213
https://theconversation.com/are-sharks-being-attacked-by-killer-whales-off-cape-towns-coast-110373
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Take Robben Island, located in Table Bay adjacent to the City of Cape Town, 
which is on the latest list. It has three priority objectives: to protect the breeding 
and feeding area of endangered seabirds like African penguins, to help rebuild 
important abalone and west coast rock lobster stocks, and to promote the area 
for tourism and protect the area’s cultural heritage.

ROBBEN ISLAND JOINS LIST OF 
20 NEW PROTECTED MARINE 
SITES IN SOUTH AFRICA
June 25, 2019 – The Conversation

Authors: Alison Kock

South Africa’s Department of 
Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 
recently declared 20 marine sites as 
protected areas. One of them is 
Robben Island, the site of the prison 
where anti-apartheid activists 
including Nelson Mandela were 
jailed for decades. The Conversation’s 

Nontobeko Mtshali asked Alison 
Kock to explain the significance and 
what the decision means for the area 
and surrounding environment.

Read the full article on The 
Conversation

Alison Kock is a Marine Biologist with 
the South African National Parks 
(SANParks); Institute for 
Communities and Wildlife in Africa, 
University of Cape Town, South 
African Institute for Aquatic 
Biodiversity

Marine protected areas are geographically distinct regions of the ocean that are given special protection 
under law. Shutterstock

https://theconversation.com/robben-island-joins-list-of-20-new-protected-marine-sites-in-south-africa-118794


THE LIGHTER SIDE OF BOATING

WHAT THE ROBBEN ISLAND MPA MEANS FOR US

The Robben Island Marine Protected Area (MPA) is one of three new MPAs within 
South African National Parks (SANParks) which were gazetted by the Department 
of Environmental Affairs (DEA) on 23 May 2019.

On page 15 of the newsletter we have an article by Alison Kock of The Conversation 
on what this means for South Africa and Robben Island, but as recreational fishing 
members, what does this mean for us?

On the 1st August, this was posted by  SANParks:

The Robben Island Marine Protected Area came into effect today. Please ensure 
that you are aware of all the regulations pertaining to the Robben Island Marine 
Protected Area and that you are in possession of the relevant permits. Enquires: 021 
783 0234
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